Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of High and Low Worsall Parish Council held in Worsall Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 19th April 2018.

Present  Cllr Evans (Chair), Cllrs Woodward, Bainbridge, Bivens, DC Watson, Clerk and 5 members of public.

Apologies  Cllrs Robinson, Alderson and CC Wilkinson.

Minutes of the previous years meeting  The minutes of the previous year April 20th 2017 were unanimously agreed as read and signed as a true record.

Matters Arising

Financial Report  

The Clerk reported a year end balance of approximately £4,900, this includes the Transparency Fund Award of £3,647 which is restricted and the Chair will address in his report.  The major outgoings continue to be the PWLB loan and grass cutting of the Green and verges.

Chairs Report
This last year has been an extraordinary one in that this Council has dealt with more business, I believe, than in any of the past years.

The two most time consuming subjects have been our Review of Governance and Planning matters.

It is proper to report on all these and matters generally.

· Governance

The need for this review had been raised in Council and by members of the Community.

All eleven our policies are necessary to comply with government legislation and a great number of them are recognised as being onerous on small councils such as ours both in drafting and subsequent compliance.

Of our own drafted policies we have reviewed four long standing ones and created four more.
Standing Orders – General & Financial

Risk analysis – General & Financial

Complaints Policy

Parishioners Communications Policy

Recording at Meetings

Public Participation at Meetings
We have a new ‘Code of Conduct’ where we comply with Hambleton District Council’s Code.

We have a new ‘Transparency Code’ which is laid down by Central Government.

This latter is reasonable in its intent but is onerous in the time taken for its administration of:
Communications: Our Parish Council email information service to residents. 
Our Website: Both in training, setting it up and maintaining an ever increasing amount of recommended information on it for the public’s benefit.
We are required to, and have always welcomed, public attendance at our meetings and their contributions alongside the formal business.
We still have under review a Policy to comply with new legislation for ‘Data Protection’.
This legislation comes into force in May and there has been massive lobbying of parliament as the disproportional and unacceptable cost of its implementation impacting on small councils and small businesses. 
We are represented and supported in this by the National Association of Local Councils and the Yorkshire Local Council Association of whom we are members is proposing to directly resource some aspects on behalf of their Parish Councils.

Signed  ……………………………………………………….  Dated  ………………………………………..
· Planning

It has been a very active year for Planning Matters with five major applications plus various smaller ones.
· The Ship Service Station Annex conversion to residential use was refused by HDC on the one consideration that Worsall was not a Sustainable Village. 
However, on appeal, the inspector concluded that as a ‘matter of principle’ Worsall Village was Sustainable.
He approved the application.

· The development of land south of Manor Close for 5 houses was approved following various changes to the original application.

· The Churchfields application for 5 houses is at appeal. 

It is fair to report that in the last two of these cases there have been substantial expressions of opinion from residents with some contributions at council meetings and some letters to the planning authorities.

Also we have had:
· The Stud Yard development at Worsall Grange Farm, a major business development.
This was approved in outline by this council and is awaiting a Planning Decision by HDC.

· An application by the previous owner of Chilton House to demolish and build three new dwellings was approved by HDC.

· Various developments to existing dwellings, large and small, were approved during the year.

· The council has been consulted about the various Yarm Housing developments and in all expressed concerns about the traffic impact on the B1264.

· The matter of a Parish Plan for Worsall has been raised and the Council are investigating and taking advice as to if the creation of one is appropriate to Worsall’s circumstances.

· Budget & Precept 2018/19  

· The budget for this coming year was approved by council in December with another year of good housekeeping enabling no increase to the precept.
However after that approval we received an invoice from HDC for £1,091 regarding their fee for the special Parish Council election in the previous year following councillor resignations. 
We have opted to pay for this over 4 years starting with a hit on this reporting year’s contingency. 
The impact on the coming year’s precept is 10.65%. That is the price of democracy for you.

· With Voluntary work of councillors and additional unpaid work by the Clerk since July 2015, when Transparency first reared its head, the cost was absorbed for a while. 
Now central government have authorised a fund and granted us £3,647 towards various elements of our proper costs since 2015 up to the end of this year 31st March 2018. 
This enables us to settle our past and present commitments to the Transparency policy.


· Other matters in the year included:
· County Council public footpath maintenance consultation.
· War Memorial – A Renovation grant application is in hand & a new Fence was generously provided by the neighbouring householder.
· Broadband – After years of this council’s lobbying, supported by our Hambleton Councillor, Mr Watson, we now have “Fibre to Cabinet”.

· B 1264 Surface damage, and the poor state of the footpath:
Lobbying continues and we have hopes.

Signed  ……………………………………………………..  Dated  ………………………………..
· Police reports & action is augmented by the effective Rural Watch on which Cllr Alderson reports.
· The recently proposed Closure of Northallerton Court has been challenged by us and many others.

· Yarm Social Charitable Trust have this month granted and paid Council the large sum of £10,000.
This is for Community projects following an ideas survey of residents.
Now it requires involvement of community volunteers in the implementation.

· May I thank residents for their Participation at meetings.
Council understands the attention to planning applications but also welcomes the increase in interest in general agenda items.

· Now a big thank you to our Clerk, Joanne, who has had the busiest of years and been a real support to me as Chairman.

· The Councillors deserve thanks as they have also assisted me, and taken pressure off the Clerk, by volunteering to take on tasks on behalf of the council. 
This has been our practice in the past but in today’s world the additional workload seems to be ever increasing.

Parish Council Representatives, Village Hall Committee  Cllrs Bainbridge and Bivens agreed to

represent the Parish Council on the Village Hall Committee.

Signed  ……………………………………………………..  Dated  ………………………………………
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